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THIS IS THE NINTH IN A SERIES OF NEWSLETTERS CALLED THE OFFICIAL
PLAN UPDATER. IT IS YOUR GUIDE TO RICHMOND HILL'S NEW OFFICIAL

PLAN PROCESS.
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Richmond Hill Council Adopts Official Plan!

Richmond Hill
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On July 12, 2010 Council adopted the new
Official Plan for the Town of Richmond Hill. Since
2007, through the Richmond Hill
consultation approach, Council and staff have
been working with the public to develop a vision,
guiding principles, urban structure and major
policy directions for the new Official Plan.To help
inform the Plan, numerous background studies
were undertaken covering important topics
like the environment, economy, transportation,
housing, parkland, heritage, urban design,
infrastructure and servicing, the Richmond Hill
Centre, the Downtown, and the David Dunlap
Observatory. All this has culminated in the new
Official Plan.

The Council adopted Official Plan represents
a fundamental shift in the Town's approach to
land use planning. While the new Official Plan

What's Next?

reflects planning direction from the Province
and York Region for more compact, complete
communities, it also balances the desire of the
community for managed growth at a scale
that reflects the local context and positively
contributes to the Town’s character and identity.

The Council-adopted Official Plan’s vision of
“building a new kind of urban” is reflected in the
Town’s unique and innovative approaches to

land use planning:

e Environment First and Sustainability
e City Building
® Place-making

To learn more about each of these innovative
approaches, turn to Page 2 or visit www.
richmondhill.ca/officialplan.

The next step in the planning process is for the Town to submit its new adopted Official Plan to the
Region of York for approval. Under Ontario’s current planning system, the Region of York as an upper-
tier municipality has delegated approval authority from the Province to approve local municipal

Official Plans within its jurisdiction.

The Council-adopted Official Plan, including specific area and background studies, can be viewed and
downloaded from the Town’s website at www.richmondhill.ca/officialplan. Hard copies are available
for review at the Town’s Planning and Regulatory Services Department and of the Clerk’s Office. Copies
are also available for purchase at the Planning & Regulatory Services counter.




Richmond Hill building a new kind of urban
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for a copy of the new official plan, please visit www.richmondhill.ca/official plan

or the Planning & Regulatory Services Department at 225 East Beaver Creek Rd., 4th fl.

VISION & GUIDING PRINICPLES

What are the Plan’s Key Messages?

Environment First and Sustainability
The new Official Plan recognizes the Town’s rich natural heritage both on and south of the Oak
Ridges Moraine. Growth is directed away from environmental areas and a connected Greenway
System is established throughout the Town in which important natural features will be enhanced
over time along with linkages to urban open spaces. The policies also aim to provide leadership
by fostering innovation in sustainable design through new development and redevelopment
opportunities.

City-Building
The most significant underlying theme behind Richmond Hill's new Official Plan is that it recognizes
Richmond Hill is undergoing a transformation from suburban to urban, while respecting and
enhancing the Town's unique character and identity. Based on the Town’s evolving urban structure,
much of the Town'’s future growth will take the form of mixed-use development concentrated in
a network of centres and corridors supported by public rapid transit and infrastructure. These
centres and corridors will contain predominantly “mid-rise” forms of growth and will be pedestrian-
oriented, compact and human-scaled, with the objective of promoting walkability, fostering social
interaction and ensuring compatibility with existing development. The centres and corridors will
be connected to the neighbourhoods where limited development will be allowed to take place,
provided that it is a “good fit” with the surrounding area.

Place-making
Perhaps the most unique and innovative feature of Richmond Hill's new Official Plan is the direct
integration of design and land use policies that focus on place-making. The policies accommodate
intensification in a way that protects, promotes and enhances what people value about Richmond
Hill. Each area of the Town, whether it be a business park, the Downtown or the Richmond Hill
Centre, will continue to have an identifiable character and sense of place. The new Official Plan
promotes the Town'’s existing cultural and natural heritage features and encourages the creation
of more unique gathering places, focal points and landmarks through connectivity and design
excellence.
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