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Heritage and Urban Design 
TERMS OF REFERENCE: Archaeological Assessment 

1.0 Introduction 

An Archaeological Assessment identifies and evaluates the presence of archaeological 
resources also known as archaeological sites. Archaeological resources or sites include 
the physical remains and contextual setting of any structure, event, place, feature, or 
object which, because of the passage of time, is on or below the surface of the land or 
water and is important to understanding the history of a people or place. 

2.0 Who Should Prepare an Archaeological Assessment? 

An Archaeological Assessment must be completed by a licensed archaeologist in 
accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act. 

3.0 Why Do We Need an Archaeological Assessment? 

An Archaeological Assessment is required on lands that hold archaeological potential to 
ascertain the presence or absence of archaeological resources. If these resources are 
present and a proposed development is likely to impact the resources, the archaeological 
assessment will evaluate the significance of these resources and outline measures to 
mitigate the impact of development on these resources. 

4.0 How Should an Archaeological Assessment be Prepared? 

An Archaeological Assessment is divided into stages 1- 4, as per the Province’s 2011 
Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists. Details about what information 
should be included in an Archaeological Assessment can be found in these Standards 
and Guidelines. 

5.0 What are the Submission Instructions? 

After the Archaeological Assessment has been completed, the licensed archaeologist 
submits the report to the Province, who reviews the report to ensure that the 
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archaeologist met all required conditions and requirements and that any archaeological 
sites that were found were properly conserved. 

The applicant shall provide to the City copies of the Archaeological Assessment report 
and the letter from the Province confirming that the report has been entered into the 
provincial Register. 

Should archaeological resources be found on the property during construction activities, 
all work must cease and the Province of Ontario shall be notified immediately. 

In the event that human remains are encountered during construction activities, the 
proponent must immediately cease all construction activities. The proponent shall contact 
the York Regional Police Department, the Regional Coroner and the Bereavement 
Authority of Ontario. 

6.0 Are There Other Resources? 

Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/standards-and-guidelines-consultant-archaeologists 

List of licensed archaeologists 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/archaeologists-licensed-ontario 

Mississsaugas of the Credit First Nation Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology 
https://mncfn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/02-MCFN-Standards-and-Guidelines-for-
Archaeology.pdf 
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