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1.0 Introduction

This section presents the master plan process and objectives, while also providing a
high -level overview of the Richmond Green study area and context.

Richmond Green is a destination park with a rich history of public use due to its park
design. As one of five (5) existing destination parks in Richmond Hill, Richmond Green is
well-known to the community and visitors for its collection of active sports facilities, fields
and diamonds, as well as picturesque open spaces and water features, natural areas,
revitalized cultural heritage buildings, diverse cultural events and skate trail. The success
of parks, such as Richmond Green, are key components of making
Richmond Hill a healthy and liveable city, each of which are basic
tenants of the City RI1 5L FKP R Q(Gereih &ftér feferred to as

3 & L Wark Plan Recreation and Cultural Plan and Strategic Plan.

5LFKPRQG *UHHQYV ILUVW PDVWI9IB (50 D
A Legacy of Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow). lllustrated in
Figure 1, the park was designed around the agricultural heritage
context of the site, featuring the Agricultural Fair up until 1996. A
new master plan was prepared in 2000 to respond to the shift in
recreational trends and needs of the community, as well as
naturalization and improved connectivity desires. As
illustrated in Figure 2, key additions to Richmond
Green included: a water play facility, additional
creative play opportunities, an outdoor ice
skating/roller blading trail to transition Richmond
Green to a four-season park, and the heritage
legacy walk with formal gardens and orchards.

Over the decades the City has dedicated
significant resources to bringing the most recent
approved master plan to life, transforming the

park into a vibrant destination that is cherished

and frequently visited today. Itisthe cLW\JV O
sporting and events park, and equally a walkable
green oasis for adjacent residential communities. A
the same time, the aging park assets and emerging
park and recreation planning challenges and trends
an important junction in envisioning Richmond Gresg
dynamic, inclusive, and sustainable space for all for the next twenty years.

%O’M//H)IL\ Richmond Green Revitalization Master Plan | June 2026 | 2



Key opportunities and areas of improvement documented in the Background Memo (see

Appendix A) highlighted the need for natural park features and edge conditions,

interconnectedness, accessibility, green park infrastructure, traffic safety, cultural and

natural heritage interpretation, active transportation network, and wayfinding. Further, as

many ofthe SDUNYV IDFLOLWLHYV DUH DS $hid rRidtlkdtignimagtértblay HQG R
process provided an opportune time to pause, reflect and collaboratively reimagine the

enhancements with the community, ensuring the park continues to thrive and meet the

evolving needs of future generations.

The purpose of the Richmond Green
Revitalization Master Plan (Master Plan) is to
revitalize Richmond Green as a prominent
destination park within its evolving urban
context that is informed by parks and
recreation trends, needs of the community
and more sustainable park programs and
operations.
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Figure 2: Updated Richmond Green Master Plan, 2000
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1.1 Master Plan Process

A four-stage process was undertaken to complete the Master Plan, as outlined in Figure 3,

ZLWK JXLGDQFH IURP WKH &LW\V 7THFKQLFDO $GYLVRU\ 7HDP
Departments involved in park planning, design and operations, infrastructure planning,

natural environment and horticultural, recreation facility operations, policy planning, public

works, water resources, recreation and cultural services, and transportation.

Stage 1 included key stakeholder interviews and the development of the Background
Memo, (see Appendix A), that provides an analysis and mapping of available information,
review of destination park precedents, and site-specific opportunities and constraints.

In Stage 2A, the focus was on obtaining community input on the park § features, programs
and needs through a virtual tour and survey, as well as the development of two (2) draft
park revitalization options that integrate key directions from Stage 1 (see Appendix B) and
meet the objectives outlined in Section 1.2 of the Master Plan.

In Stage 2B, the refined park concept renderings and visualizations were presented to the
public for feedback through a virtual community workshop and online survey.

Stage 3 included the development of the Draft Master Plan, integrating feedback from
Stage 2B, to create the preferred revitalization option, as well as costing and phasing
recommendations to guide the implementation process over time. A parking study was
completed during the summer of 2025 (see Appendix D), as well as a Subsurface Utility
Engineering Services Report (see Appendix E), informing the development of the final
concept and recommendations. The Draft Master Plan was brought to the Committee of
the Whole for comment, followed by an online survey which gathered public comments.

The final Stage 4 included incorporation of feedback received in Stage 3 to prepare the
final Master Plan (see Appendix C for the full summary of the stakeholder and community
engagement).

W/"‘?O’l;[_l‘l"“_\ Richmond Green Revitalization Master Plan | June 2026 | 6



igure 3: evitalization Master Plan Project Timeline
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1.2 Master Plan Objectives

The revitalization master plan objectives are foundational pillars guiding the master plan
process for Richmond Green. Clearly defined objectives provide a strategic framework that
informs decision-making and prioritization throughout the planning process, aligning every
aspect of the plan with the community's needs and sustainable practices. This fosters a
cohesive vision that balances recreational, environmental, and social considerations.

The objectives for the Richmond Green Revitalization Master Plan are

7R HQKDQFH 5LFKPRQG *UHHQYYVY LGHQWLW\ DV C
events space with renewed horticultural focus, community connectivity and
enhanced user experience.

To relocate, reconfigure or repurpose existing facilities that are not well-used.

To update park programs reflecting changing demographics, trends,
sustainable practices and community input.

To update existing park and events infrastructure to current standards,
including accessibility, safety, age-friendly and sustainability.

To improve park access, circulation and parking, as well as active
transportation.

To integrate future active and passive park uses for the new parklands along
the northern boundary of Richmond Green, and Bill Bell Park.

To utilize best practices for natural park environment (terrestrial and aquatic)
management.

e

Wmotzﬁ-ijl_\

Richmond Green Revitalization Master Plan | June 2026 | 8



1.3 Study Area and Context

Richmond Green, approximately 42 hectares in size, is located at the north-west corner of

Leslie Street and Elgin Mills Road East intersection and on the southerly edge of the

growing North Leslie Secondary Plan area. The Master Plan includes the new expanded

boundary for Richmond Green, including lands along the north boundary of the park along

William F. Bell Parkway that provide a new park frontage, and Bill Bell Park, (see

Figure 4) 5LFKPRQG *UHHQYTVY RSHQ VSDFH DUHDV IHDWXUHV LQF
gardens, woodlands, and constructed stormwater ponds. The park is in the Rouge River

Sub watershed with a section of the Rouge River Headwater Wetland Complex Provincially

Significant Wetland and a tributary of the Rouge River located immediately north of

Richmond Green.

Richmond Green is served by a single access roggd tha
passes through the middle of the park between t
northeast corner at William F. Bell Parkway and
Elgin Mills Road East to the south. This road is a
a shared access road to the adjacent Richmond
Green Secondary School. Smaller service
lanes provide access to interior park facilities
(see Appendix A for greater details on site
circulation).
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iIchmond Green has eight park zones (see Figure 5): sports complex; picnic and events
area; formal garden; the pond and waterfall; sports fields; courts, skateboard park, and
snow storage area; community park uses; and, northern park extension and Bill Bell Park.

A detailed outline of indoor and outdoor facilities as well as seasonal and year-round
activities are included in the Background Memo (see Appendix A). Richmond Green is
most utilized in the summer, as well as the shoulder seasons. In winter, Richmond Green
Sports Centre, Tom Graham Arena, the soccer dome, Boynton House, picnic shelters, ice
skating, playground, and trails are well-used.

Richmond Green also serves as a community gathering spot with seasonal and large

events. 6RPH RI WKH ODUJH HYHQWY KRVWHG DW 5LFKPRQG *UHF
Yards event, Canada Day celebrations, Rib Fest, and the recently introduced Merry

Marketplace and Holiday Lights, along with baseball and soccer tournaments, summer
camps, the Ma\RUYV ODSOH 6\UXS )HVWLYDO DQG WKLUG SDUW\ SH

Figure 6: Richmond Green Community Events, Including Canada Day Celebrations,
Rib Fest, and the Merry Marketplace (from top to bottom)
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2.0 Richmond Green
Vision
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2.0 Richmond Green Revitalization Vision

This section outlines the overarching vision and concept for the Richmond Green
Revitalization Master Plan, while also highlighting the key improvements in park

access, circulation and parking. Detailed enhancements for each park zone =north,
central and south  tare outlined in Sections 2.3 to 2.5.

7KH ODVWHU 30DQ ZLOO PDLQWDLQ D YLVLRQ IRU 5LFKPRQG *
sporting and events park with a renewed more self-sustaining horticultural focus. The

Master Plan vision is centred on enhancing connectivity to and within the park, namely

improving the interface and connectivity of the park with the existing and planned

residential lands to the north and west and establishing better wayfinding through the

creation of a trail hierarchy within the park. It will aim to improve canopy cover and shade

within the park, along with renewing the horticultural focus of the park to pilot species

uncommon in the City xsuch as Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera), Blue Beech (Carpinus
caroliniana), Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata), and River Birch (Betula nigra) zor flora that
HQKDQFH WKH SDUNYV ELRGLYHUVLW\ DQG SURSRVH DUERUL
that could result in shade being established more quickly, along with the creation of

interesting experiences for park users. The Master Plan envisions the outdoor recreational

facilities and passive park elements in Richmond Green and Bill Bell Park complementing

each other and in appropriate locations to best meet the needs of the events and programs

held in the park. Both parks collectively serve the growing community while being mindful

R1 WKH &iguingfigcaRe@nstraints. Lastly, Richmond Green will continue to generate

SULGH DQG SURPRWH D VHQVH RI EHORQJLQJ IRU 5LFKPRQG +

Y]
“ (!

PR J,.Aﬂb_‘
5 M - 2 y :

. «.,Wé“ﬁ




Key themes from the background research/analysis and community and stakeholder
engagement, as described in Section 1.1 and provided in greater detail in Appendix C,
contributed to the development of the vision and master plan concept for Richmond Green
as outlined below.

Love for the park!

Improve general condition and maintenance

Enhance multi-use and year-round usage of the
park

Balancing the needs of all users and consideration
for emerging trends

Promote sustainability and expand green features

Improve placemaking and signage

Parking and congestion

(Z\JM%”?OWL//-\ Richmond Green Revitalization Master Plan | June 2026 | 15
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evitalized Master Plan Concept
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2.1 Vision and Revitalization Master Plan Concept

The vision for a
revitalized Richmond
Green is to remain a
premier destination
for outdoor sports and
events, with
expansions to the
year-round
community and youth
park amenities,
inclusivity and
renewed sustainable
horticultural practices.

The revitalized master plan concept;, KHUHDIWHU 3W
FRQFHSW SBidu@ 7), wakHieveloped using

the integrated master planning process outlined in

Section 1.1. The concept plan is intended to guide

the detailed design, implementation phasing, and

construction of the revitalized Richmond Green. It

provides conceptual design solutions to physical

spaces in the park, while meeting the key

objectives described in Section 1.2.

The concept plan builds upon the foundational
elements of previous master plans for Richmond
Green, integrating enhancements around
foundational existing park features. The concept
plan is organized into three distinct zones, a North
zone, a Central zone, and a South zone, each
contributing to the contemporary evolution of
Richmond Green's unique identity embedded in
agricultural roots. 5LFKPRQG *UHHQYV DFFHVYV
circulation, and parking is proposed to be enhanced
as noted in Section 2.2. A more detailed
description of each zone and the features of that

zone are provided in

jons 2.3t0 2.5.
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2.2 Park Access, Circulation and Parking

The access and circulation plan for Richmond Green was designed and developed through
the implementation of the two preceding master plans, establishing a clear and organized
network for both vehicles and pedestrians that optimizes accessibility and security for both
visitors and staff. To ensure that all visitors can easily and safely access the park's
facilities, the circulation system includes a road network with strategic access points for
private vehicles, a dense network of pedestrian and cycling paths, convenient parking
locations and comprehensive access for park operations and emergency vehicles. The
park can also be accessed through <RUN 5HJLR Q bddréu@¥ttavehling across three
(3) RI WKH SDUNYV P Q=M Rrg (1)Drimdt gedevay, with five (5) bus stops along
Elgin Mills Road, Leslie Street and adjacent to Richmond Green Secondary School.

O

To improve safety and comfort for park users, the concept plan will remove the ability for
private traffic to cut through the park between Elgin Mills Road and William F. Bell Parkway
by adding a turning circle adjacent to the arena. This change will enable a safer and more
pleasant environment on park roadways for walking, cycling and micromobility, which can
reduce parking and traffic demands at park entrances. The Master Plan proposes three (3)
park entrances (an increase from the two (2) that exist today) for private motor traffic as
illustrated in Figure 8 and outlined below.

2.2.1 Vehicular Circulation

%O’MJ/I"I)IL\ Richmond Green Revitalization Master Plan | June 2026 | 18



Figure 8: Richmond Green Revitalized Master Plan, Vehicular Circulation and
Gateways
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2.2.1.1 Park Entrance 1: The existing south entrance from Elgin Mills Road East

The main entrance at Elgin Mills Road will be used primarily to access to the events area
to the east, the main parking lot to the west, and the Richmond Green Sports Centre and

arena.
2.2.1.2 Park Entrance 2: The existing north entrance from William F. Bell Parkway

A continuous driving route is proposed between the John McCrae Street park entrance and
the existing William F. Bell Parkway entrance, connecting both entrances to destinations
such as the primary sports fields, various community park uses, and the pickleball courts.
Following the driving route towards the Tom Graham Arena terminates to a turning circle.
The turning circle and barrier (i.e., removable / folding bollards) block private vehicle
access while maintaining access for emergency vehicles, park operations vehicles,
bicycles and micromobility. Vehicle access will be maintained to all areas of the park, but
drivers will need to enter the park from an entrance near their destination rather than
driving across the park. As well as reducing the distance park users drive within the park,
disconnecting the north and south park entrances will also remove motor vehicle traffic that

is not destined for the park itself.

%0’“9/'1)!.!_\ Richmond Green Revitalization Master Plan | June 2026 | 19



During peak snow removal season and large seasonal events, the east-west vehicular
circulation can be temporarily closed off to the public to facilitate safe and efficient
operations.

2.2.1.3 Park Entrance 3: A new entrance at the northwest corner of the park from
John McCr ae Street

The new entrance at John McCrae Street will facilitate vehicular access to the
northwestern quadrant of the park without needing to travel through the park. During peak
snow removal season and large seasonal events, the east-west vehicular circulation can

be temporarily closed off to the public to facilitate safe and efficient operations.
2.2.2 Motor Vehicular Security

The revitalized Master Plan presents an important updated motor vehicular circulation that
Is designed to enhance security against motor vehicle incursions, especially during major
events. Large events are typically located in the southeastern quadrant of the park, in the
area bounded by Elgin Mills Road East, Leslie Street, Richmond Green Secondary School,
the northern park driveway, the wooded area north of the Richmond Green Sports Centre,
the southern parking lot and the south park entrance road. This area is proposed to be
enclosed by a continuous perimeter of motor vehicle-proof elements such as bollards,
stone walls, boulders, and raised planters.

Several reinforced gates will be provided to control access into the area for authorized
motor vehicles such as emergency services and park operations.

Pedestrian and cycling access across the motor vehicle perimeter will be maintained as
seamlessly as possible, with access points along all pedestrian routes. Narrow walkways
can cross the barrier via 1.5 metre gaps in the landscaping elements +providing sufficient
width for mobility devices but not enough width for a car or truck. Wider walkways or multi-
use paths can cross the perimeter using a line of reinforced bollards with 1.5 metre

2.2.3 Parking

spacing.

A Parking Study was completed to determine the existing utilization of the parking facilities
on-site, as well as those off-site in front of the Richmond Green Secondary School and
Richmond Green Library and on-street parking on McAlister Avenue (see Appendix D).
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The current parking capacity around the Richmond Green grounds is adequate for peak
summer use, with parking utilization generally between 20 to 50 percent. The parking
through the main corridor and in the southern parking lots (i.e., lots A to C) were typically
utilized the highest.

The future parking demand estimates were based on the peaks observed in the existing
parking utilization for each facility. For new facilities, parking demand was estimated using
industry information and/or first principles approaches.

A reduction of approximately 145 spaces is expected to result from the changes proposed
in the Plan concept. The parking lot in the northwest corner of the park will be removed and
several corridor spaces are expected to be removed as well. Based on the analysis of
existing demand, there should be sufficient parking capacity for the projected future peak
parking demand. At peak demand, the corridor parking and the northeast parking lot are
expected to be fully utilized; however, there is expected to be enough parking capacity
throughout the rest of the parking system. No additional parking is recommended. This
aligns with the Transportation Demand Management measure of reduction of parking to
encourage visitors to use other modes of transportation to access the park.
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Major and minor gateways into Richmond Green are located along the exterior perimeter of
the park. These gateways will be designed to signal arrival, creating a unique sense of
place, and a cohesive identity for the park. These gateways also play an important role in
wayfinding.

2.2.4 Gateways

Figure 9: Example of Major (left) and Minor (right) Pedestrian Gateways at Lake
Wilcox Park

2.2.4.1 Major Gateways

Five (5) major gateways are proposed within primary and significant entry points into
Richmond Green (see Figure 9), building on the two existing gateways located along Elgin
Mill Road East. They provide high visibility and prominence in the landscape and
streetscape through creative signage or sculptural and landscape forms, while also
highlighting the hierarchy of motor vehicular and active transportation routes into Richmond
Green. In addition to the three motor vehicular entrances, two pedestrian entrances are
considered major gateways due to their importance in connecting the park to pedestrian
corridors in the surrounding community.
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1. Primary South Gateway : The south entrance is the existing motor vehicular access
point to the southern portion of the park from Elgin Mills Road East and one of the
primary pedestrian and cycling access routes into the park from the south. East of
this entrance also features a York Region Transit bus stop. There is an opportunity
to enhance this gateway with prominent features and forms, larger-scale forms
(e.g., structural features, arc, stonework, public art, etc.) and pedestrian oriented
design that is integrated with the design of the Elgin Mills frontage.

2. Primary East Gateway : The William F. Bell entrance, situated at the northeastern
corner of the park and adjacent to the Richmond Green Secondary School, serves
as the primary east gateway and access to the destination park. This entry point
provides pedestrian, cycling, and motor YHKLFXODU DFFHVV WR WKH SDUY
recreation and sports fields that characterize the north area of Richmond Green.
There is also a York Region Transit bus stop located just south of the gateway.
There is an opportunity to integrate the gateway's design with the Master PO D Q TV
passive park design, creating a cohesive and distinct entrance. The design of this
gateway is critical for establishing a strong sense of arrival and effectively directing
visitors into the park.

3. Primary West Gateway: The John McCrae entrance is the primary gateway located
at the northwest end of the park at John McCrae Street. It serves as both a
pedestrian, cycling, and motor vehicular gateway, while offering an important visual
and physical connection to Richmond Green from the future subdivision to the west.
The design of this gateway is critical for establishing a strong sense of arrival and
effectively directing visitors into the park. while seamlessly integrating into the
vegetation and topographical screening of the operations area, eliminating the
experience as a back-of-house entrance.

4. Elgin Mills Crossing Gateway: This gateway is an existing pedestrian entrance at
the northwest corner of Elgin Mills Road East and Leslie Street intersection with a
SDWKZD\ FRQQHFWLRQ WR WKH LQWHULRU RI WKH SDUN C
arched bridge, waterfall feature, pond, boardwalk, and future event space. There are
two (2) York Region Transit bus stops on either side of the gateway along both Elgin
Mills Road East and Leslie Street. There is an opportunity to enhance this gateway
with an open plaza space, more prominent planting, and path and vista alignment
with the bridge.

5. McAlister Avenue Gateway: The McAlister Avenue gateway provides pedestrian-
only access on the northern boundary of the park, acting as a gateway to the
residential community interface and Bill Bell Park. This gateway bridges the
connection between Bill Bell Park, a passive park with views into the ravine, the
QRUWKHUQ SDUN H[WHQVLRQ DQG 5LFKPRQG *UHHQTYV DF
community amenities and enhanced trail network.
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2.2.4.2 Minor Gateways

Minor gateways are located at four (4) secondary or less prominent entry points into
Richmond Green (see Figure 9 VXSSRUWLQJ WKH SDUNYVY RYHUDOO LGH
SXEOLF UHDOP DORQJ D VWUHHWVFDSH DQG YLVXDO DQG SK\!
QHWZRUN $V D GHVWLQDWLRQ SDUN 5LFKPRQG *UHHQTYV PLQ
of place through public art or structural elements, signage, landscape areas, and paving.

1. Passive Park Gateway: This gateway offers a new pedestrian-only entry point
along the northern edge of Richmond Green, at the intersection of McAlister Avenue
and William F. Bell Parkway. It provides park users with a visually enhanced
transition through the mound landscape trail system. Strategically positioned
between the McAlister Ave. and primary east gateways, this gateway is a mid-point
connection for the northern residential community.

2. Leslie Gateway : This gateway is an existing pedestrian-only entry point located on
Leslie Street, providing a more naturalized access into Richmond Green. It serves
as a mid-point east connection to the park, situated between the Elgin Mill crossing
gateway and Richmond Green Secondary School. A York Region Transit bus stop is
also located adjacent to this gateway. There is an opportunity to create a gateway
IHDWXUH WKDWY{YV SURPLQHQW DQG FRPSOHPHQWDU\ WR \
Richmond Green along Leslie Street. The trail system leads visitors to the scenic
views and experiences along the stormwater pond and the boardwalk.

3. Boynton Gateway : The Boynton gateway offers a new formal pedestrian-only
south entry into Richmond Green, located between two major gateways
(i.e., primary south and Elgin Mills crossing). There is an opportunity to integrate the
design of the gateway with the Elgin Mills frontage that offers a porous public realm
along the Elgin Mills Road East streetscape, while acting as a formal welcoming
WUDQVLWLRQ WRZDUGV 5LFKPRQG *UHHQTV NH\ FXOWXUD

4. Southwest Gateway : This gateway is a minor pedestrian entry point that offers a
GLUHFW URXWH LQWR WKH SDUN DGMDFHQW WR WKH &LW
Road. Leading visitors to the existing Tom Graham Arena and the Richmond Green
Sports Centre, making it a key connection for local residents accessing the park and
its amenities. Any changes at this location will need to consider the existing
stormwater pond, as the function of the pond shall be maintained.

2.2.5 Park Pathways

The internal park pathway network is designed with a hierarchy reflecting their importance
for through movement by pedestrians and cyclists. Primary pedestrian trails are wide
pathways that provide direct routes across the park, while secondary pedestrian trails
provide connections to park amenities and additional scenic walking routes.
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2.2.5.1 Access Point and Crossing

Pedestrian and cycling access across the motor vehicle perimeter will be maintained as
seamlessly as possible, with access points along all pedestrian and cycling routes.
Enhanced and controlled access points and drive lane crossings will be provided to
improve public safety and site circulation, accommodate accessibility needs and prevent
unauthorized motor vehicular access. Aim to provide a consist design language throughout
the park, to improve the overall experience. Narrow walkways can cross the barrier via

1.5 metre gaps in the landscaping elements zproviding sufficient width for mobility devices
but not enough width for a car or truck. Wider walkways or multi-use paths can cross the
perimeter using a line of reinforced bollards with 1.5 metre spacing.

Figure 10: Richmond Green Revitalized Master Plan, Pedestrian Circulation and
Gateways
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