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1.0 Project Background 

In 2012, a feasibility study was initiated to investigate whether it would be possible to add a second ice pad 
to Ed Sackfield Arena (located in David Hamilton Park). The feasibility study (prepared by PBK Architects) was 
completed on October 5, 2012 and identified two possible configurations for twinning the Ed Sackfield Arena 
ice pad. The feasibility study was presented to Budget Committee of the Whole on November 13, 2012, and 
referred to the Recreation Plan process (which was underway at the time) for further consideration. 

The Town’s Recreation Plan was completed and approved by Council in October 2013. The Recreation Plan 
recommends that the Town construct two new ice pads within the short-term time frame. On November 25, 
2013, as a result of the Recreation Plan recommendation and the positive results of the 2012 Ed Sackfield 
Arena twinning feasibility study, Council approved a capital budget for the architectural and engineering 
design phase of the Ed Sackfield Arena twinning project.  

In addition to Council’s direction to begin design work on the addition of a second indoor ice pad to the 
David Hamilton site, the Town’s Ten Year Capital Forecast anticipated the undertaking of a David Hamilton 
Park renewal project within the short-term timeframe. Consistent with the Parks Plan process for prioritizing 
park renewal projects, David Hamilton Park is a priority for renewal because it will be 30 years old in 2017, 
contains assets which are at the end of their lifespan, and is a preferred site for additional outdoor 
recreational facilities (e.g., a splash pad) that will bring the catchment area for the park in line with target 
service levels.  

On February 9, 2015, Council directed that a Master Plan should be completed for David Hamilton Park in 
order to integrate the Ed Sackfield Arena twinning and park renewal projects. The Master Plan was 
recommended as a means to provide for a coordinated work plan process, enable the realization of potential 
economies of scale, provide for a more comprehensive public engagement process, reduce construction 
times and facilitate a better overall site design. The Master Plan phase of the work was commissioned to 
Landscape Planning Limited Landscape Architects on April 30, 2015 and has culminated in the production of 
this report.  

1.1 Project Site and Context 

David Hamilton Park is a 10.4 ha Community Park located at 311 Valleymede Drive in the Town of 
Richmond Hill. The park is located between Bayview Avenue to the west, Leslie Street to the East, 16th 
Avenue to the north and Highway 7 to the south. (Refer to Figure 1 – David Hamilton Park Location 
Map).  

The park currently contains the Ed Sackfield Arena (single ice pad), two parking lots, two playgrounds, 
lit senior baseball and softball diamonds, a lit senior soccer pitch, and six tennis courts with an 
associated clubhouse (refer to Figure 2 – David Hamilton Park Existing Conditions Plan). 
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Figure 1: David Hamilton Park Location Map 
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Figure 2: David Hamilton Park Existing Conditions Plan 
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1.2 Park Areas Statistics: 

The Park Total area of David Hamilton Park is 10.4 ha. 1.5 Ha (14.5%) of David Hamilton Park is currently 
occupied by parking lots (north & south) including driveways and the existing arena building. The footprint 
of the new ice pad building will be approximately 0.35 ha. Approximately 18% of the total park area will be 
arena buildings and parking after addition of the new ice pad. 

2.0 Purpose Goals and Objectives of the Master Plan 

2.1 Purpose 

The David Hamilton Park Master Plan establishes a conceptual vision, functional program and overall 
layout for a renewed David Hamilton Park. Among other things, it determines the type and location of 
outdoor recreation facilities to be provided in the park, the location and orientation of the second ice pad 
to be added to the park, the interface between the buildings and the outdoor areas, the parking required  
for the site, and an overall place-making design theme for the site. 

2.2 Goals & Objectives: 

The following goals and objectives were prepared to guide the development of the Park Master Plan: 

 Determine if any additional outdoor recreation facilities should be added to the park; 

 Determine whether or not any of the existing sports fields/courts require upgrades, asset replacements 
or relocation; 

 Determine the amount of parking required for the site and the preferred location for any additional 
parking spaces that may be required to facilitate the overall site development; 

 Determine the need for, and design of, any additional automobile circulation routes on the site to meet 
Ontario Building Code and emergency access requirements; 

 Identify the preferred location, configuration and components for the playground and splash pad; 

 Identify the configuration of walking paths and overall circulation through the site connecting to the 
adjacent community; 

 Determine if existing and proposed new outdoor recreation facilities generate a need for additional 
ancillary indoor facilities; 

 Determine need and locations for shade structures and/or other gathering areas within the park; 

 Determine where Low Impact Development (LID) technologies may be best utilized on site in concert 
with the overall park design with the intent of supporting the achievement of a LEED silver 
accreditation for the new ice pad building; 
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 Develop a storm water management plan for the entire site that seeks to balance pre and post 
development; 

 Determine requirements for site wide landscape expression as manifested through grading, artistic 
elements, site furnishings, natural features and architectural elements; 

 Develop an overall theme for the park that is expressed through the design and park elements 

3.0 Methodology 

The Master Plan was developed using a three (3) stage process that involved initial background research, 
the completion of a Draft Master Plan that was presented to the community and the completion of the final 
Park Master Plan. The following is an outline of the stages of the assignment and the associated tasks that 
were completed.  

3.1 Background Research 

The background research phase for the development of the David Hamilton Park Master Plan included the 
following steps: 

 Site walk and analysis of existing conditions 
 Topographical survey of the site 
 Completion of a Parking and Traffic Operations Study  
 Assessment of the condition of existing sport field amenities  
 Evaluation of water recycling and reuse options for the proposed splash pad 
 Review of need for  new outdoor recreational facilities based on service levels recommended by the 

Town’s Parks Plan

 Consultation with the public and stakeholders (including local residents, school boards, sport field and 
arena groups and arena architect) 

3.1.1 Summary of Findings  

A.  Existing Site Conditions Assessment 

Based upon a detailed review of the existing park conditions the consultant prepared a detailed analysis to 
inform decision making with respect to the retention or replacement of various site elements in line with 
life-cycle projections.  A summary of the findings is as follows: 

Parking Lots: 

As a result of resurfacing in 2008 the existing north parking lot was found to be in a state of good repair 
with no visible signs of deterioration from settlement or surface cracking.  

The south parking lot was assessed and found to be in a state of deterioration with visible signs of 
settlement and cracking. The south parking lot and associated lighting was originally completed in 1990 
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with an expected lifespan of 20 years.  The parking lot and light poles and fixtures have reached their 
lifecycle expectancy and are due for replacement. 

South Playground:  

The south senior and junior playgrounds were installed in 2002. The structures are in fair condition but will 
be nearing the end of their estimated lifespan when the park is redeveloped in 2018.  

North Playground:  

The senior and junior playgrounds were installed in 1992 with an expected life cycle extending to 2007. The 
structure is approaching 10 years beyond its expected lifecycle and therefore requires an increasing level of 
maintenance. It is recommended that the structure be removed and replaced.  

Shade Structure:  

The existing shade structure within the north playground precinct was found to be in fair condition 
However, the general aesthetic and shape of the structure will be very challenging to integrate into a new 
park design. 

Tennis Courts:  

Tennis courts were re-surfaced in 2010 and have a life expectancy extending to 2020. The tennis court 
perimeter fencing was installed in 1992 and was expected to be replaced in 2014.  The court surface is in 
very good condition with no visible signs of deterioration.  The chain link fencing around the tennis courts is 
in poor condition; the mesh is stretched and deformed.  The current setback between the fence and edge 
of the seasonal dome is inadequate during winter months to address the need for access for snow removal; 
this leads to ongoing maintenance and contributes to the fence’s poor state of repair.  

Sport Fields:  

Existing sport fields include one (1) lit senior baseball diamond, one (1) lit senior slo-pitch diamond and one 
(1) lit senior soccer field.  

The soccer field turf was found to be in poor condition. Some areas of the field exhibited depressions and 
areas of poor grading and drainage that was also affecting turf quality. The field does not currently include 
irrigation, player’s benches or spectator seating.  

The senior slo-pitch diamond was found to be in poor condition overall. The fencing and backstop were 
installed in 2004 with a projected lifespan of 10 years.  The fencing and backstop have excessive rusting and 
the backstop is undersized. Additionally, the configuration and layout of the field does not conform to 
provincial or national standards. Areas of unevenness were also observed in the turf outfield. The field does 
not currently include irrigation and the existing player’s benches and spectator seating have reached the 
end of their lifecycle. 

The senior fastball pitch was found to be in poor condition overall. The fencing and backstop were installed 
in 2004 with a projected lifespan of 10 years.  The fencing and backstop have excessive rusting and the 
backstop is undersized. The overall configuration and layout of the field does not conform to provincial or 
national standards. Areas of unevenness were also observed in the turf outfield. The field does not 
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currently include irrigation and the existing player’s benches and spectator seating have reached their 
lifecycle. 

Site Lighting:  

A comprehensive audit of site lighting revealed that pedestrian lighting systems were in a state of good 
repair. They have a projected lifespan extending to 2035.  The lighting for the recreational fields (slo pitch, 
fastball and soccer) and the tennis court was also evaluated.  The poles and fixtures are currently 25 years 
in age.  The poles and fixtures are in good condition and have a projected lifespan of 15 additional years.   

Site furnishings: 

Generally, the majority of all site furnishings found throughout the site including benches, litter receptacles 
and bike racks are in fair to poor condition. Furnishings consist of varying makes and models and there is no 
consistency in design and style. 

Site vegetation: 

The majority of mature park trees have been either removed in recent years or are currently exhibiting 
signs of stress and decline.  Stumps are a reminder of the alee of ash trees that once provided structure to 
the main site pedestrian spine.  

B. Consultation with the Public and Stakeholders  

Consultation and outreach for the preparation of the David Hamilton Park Master Plan included discussions 
with the various recreational user groups, engagement with the public through an online survey, 
discussions with the Town’s operational staff, discussions with the neighbouring public and representatives 
from adjacent schools. 

Recreational User Groups: 

There are various sports groups, associations and clubs that permit facilities at David Hamilton Park and Ed 
Sackfield Arena. Each of the user groups was contacted individually and asked their opinion of the current 
state of recreational amenities and what changes and/or improvements they would propose as part of the 
park re-development.  Their comments were as follows: 

The tennis club indicated that the playground located south of the tennis courts was well used and that it 
should remain in the same location.  They indicated that the current fence location surrounding the tennis 
courts causes issues with the installation and removal of the seasonal dome and that is also causes issues 
with winter maintenance and snow removal.  The club also mentioned that they would like a larger club-
house. 

Baseball users indicated that improvements should be focused on fencing, infield surfacing, storage 
capability and the development of a new bull pen pitching area. 

Slo-pitch ball users indicated that improvements should be focused on surface drainage, fencing, infield 
surfacing, and expansion of the field size. 
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Soccer user groups indicated that the field is of an adequate size for the level of play but that the field 
requires some re-grading to improve upon the playing surface and that drainage should be improved upon 
also.  

The figure skating and hockey association user groups provided comment on the existing conditions of the 
site. They indicated that they use the park space for outdoor training and would therefore appreciate any 
enhancements to the park that would provide for more diversity of options for fitness including outdoor 
fitness equipment and walking/running loops. They also indicated that participants in their programs use 
the park for picnicking and relaxation in the summer and they would therefore like to see passive open 
space areas maintained and enhanced. 

Public Survey/Questionnaire: 

A public survey was posted on the Town’s web site on May 5, 2015 and concluded on June 26, 2015. 
Notices regarding the survey were sent by mail to over 1200 residents in the immediate vicinity of the park.  
Additionally, signs were placed throughout the park advising residents of the on line survey/questionnaire.  
There were a total of 83 survey responses. The following summarizes the comments and recommendations 
provided by the community: 

 Add a multi-use court and splash pad to the park 
 Maintain free and open space 
 Add more trees 
 Improve lighting 
 Improve walking paths 
 Update/improve playground surfacing 
 Don’t’ add second ice pad 
 Improve and expand tennis clubhouse 
 Add a dog off leash area 
 Concerns about increased traffic and parking 
 Provide outdoor fitness and/or calisthenics area 
 Plan renewal phases carefully to minimize impact to park use 
 More indoor facilities for winter use 

C. Parking and Traffic Operations Study: 

The overall purpose of the Parking and Traffic Operations Study was to assess the operational and traffic 
impacts of constructing a second ice pad within David Hamilton Park, and to make recommendations 
regarding the number of additional parking spaces that would need to be added to the park to 
accommodate the new arena facility and planned park programming. Additionally, the Study assessed 
whether any changes to the site entrances would be required as a result of additional traffic associated with 
the new ice pad. Based on the study and report prepared by Next Trans Engineering on March 31, 2015 the 
existing south and north parking lots combined satisfy the parking requirements for the existing arena, new 
arena and related site program components. No expansion of existing parking lots is required. Furthermore, 
no changes to the vehicular entrances were recommended. 
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3.2 Draft Master Plan 

3.2.1 Draft Master Plan Program 

Key features of the draft David Hamilton Park Master Plan (Figure 3) included: 

 Consolidation of the two playgrounds on site to one location west of the tennis courts 
 Retrofit of the slo pitch diamond, baseball diamond and soccer field to better conform to 

provincial/national standards and include irrigation and sub-drainage systems 
 Addition of a multi-use court, outdoor fitness stations, and a splash pad with water recapture and reuse 

technology 
 A vehicular driveway and drop off loop at the entrance of the proposed new arena addition 
 Repair of the south parking area 
 Expansion of the tennis court apron and replacement of perimeter fencing 
 Landscape improvements including new lighting and site furnishings and improved pedestrian 

circulation networks 
 Preservation of a passive lawn area surrounded by a walking loop and naturalization areas in the west 

portion of the park 

3.2.2 Public Feedback 

The Draft Master Plan was then presented to the public for feedback on October 20, 2015.  

A total of 86 people representing 77 households signed in at the Public Meeting and at the end of the 
meeting 36 individuals submitted completed comments sheets. Seven (7) individuals sent in comments via 
email after the meeting.  In total, written comments were received from 47 people of whom 28 of the 
individuals that submitted comments indicated general to strong opposition to the proposed master plan 
and arena expansion. Thirteen (13) of the individuals that submitted comments indicated general to strong 
support for the plan and arena expansion. One (1) individual indicated support for the park revitalization but 
not the arena expansion and one (1) individual provided support for the splash pad and commented that 
parking is insufficient for the arena.  

Verbal comments on the draft Park Master Plan focused on: 

 Concern about addition of the new ice pad 

 Concern about the Town’s ability to maintain the park 

 Support for the addition of the splash pad and multi-use court 

 Support for general site improvements (e.g., tree planting, improved pathways and lighting) 

 Concern about the consolidation of the two playgrounds into one playground area and requests that 
the two separate play areas at the park be maintained 
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Figure 3 – Draft Park Master Plan 
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3.3 Final Master Plan 

Based on comments received through the public engagement and further discussions with staff and the 
arena architect, the draft master Plan was refined to produce a final Master Plan (Figure 4)   
Changes to the plan were: 

 Removal of the vehicular driveway, lay-by and turning loop north of the arena expansion, 
 A revised approach to the provision of play spaces which would preserve play areas in both the 

north and south areas of the park and campus the north play area with the splash pad, and 
 Relocation of the multi-use court to the area west of the tennis courts.  

All other program elements from the draft master plan remain in the locations that were illustrated and 
presented to the public.  

3.3.1 Final Master Plan Program 

The final David Hamilton Park Master Plan (Figure 4) incorporates the following elements: 

Arena Expansion  

The new arena pad is situated to the south of the existing building and will be accessed primarily through 
the main entrance of the existing building.  A secondary entrance is proposed along the building’s north 
façade providing direct connection to the proposed water splash pad, playground and plaza. The arena 
will be serviced by the existing access lane to the east of the building. 

Sport Field Retrofits 

The Master Plan proposes that the existing sports fields be re-graded and that irrigation (using water from 
the splash pad) be added to the fields. Additionally, it is recommended that the design and configuration 
of the fields be brought into conformity with national standards to the extent possible. The perimeter 
fencing and backstops should be replaced and clay infields should be provided with benches and dug out 
areas for players. 

Circulation Network 

The circulation system within the park is a vital component providing the community with direct linkage to 
the arena and various elements within the park.  The pathway system also provides for recreational 
walking and exercise.  The master plan design maintains a strong north south spine that extending from 
the southern limits to the northern limits of the site.  Various lateral connections provide direct access to 
the program elements within the park, community and local woodlot. A three (3) metre wide, paved oval 
walking loop will provide a smooth and level surface for recreational users.  Various stopping points with 
bench seating will be included along the perimeter of the loop.  Other walkways in the park will be 
comprised of hard paved surfaces including both asphalt and concrete. Surfaces will be durable, slip 
resistant and comply with all accessibility standards. 
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New Active Recreational Amenities 

The master plan proposes a new outdoor fitness area located near the walking/running loop. The stations 
will be assembled on a concrete pad with direct views to the proposed new playground precinct.  Both the 
main walkway spine and the walkway loop will provide access to the centralized fitness area.  

Two (2) outdoor durable table tennis stations will be located between the main spine walkway and the 
oval walking loop.  The table tennis precinct will be bordered by shade trees offering relief from the sun 
on hot summer days.  Users will be required to bring their own balls and paddles. 

A new multipurpose court comprised of a coloured acrylic surface will provide users with a variety of 
opportunities including footsal, basketball and hockey.  Large multi-purpose goals will allow for these 
multiple activities with additional fencing to ensure that the court space is safe for all users both on and 
off the court.  The court zone will also include for a multitude of seating opportunities for rest and 
socializing.  

Children’s Play Spaces 

The park currently has two play spaces – one in the west portion of the park and one at the south end of 
the park between the tennis courts and sports fields. The master plan proposes that the existing level of 
service be maintained and that the playgrounds be replaced.  The existing north playground has been 
relocated closer to the existing arena so as to create an animated space along the main spine walkway 
that will align with other active uses such as the splash pad.  It is recommended the north playground be 
designed for children aged two (2) to twelve (12) years of age and integrate natural play components with 
standard ‘ on the shelf’ play accessories. The south play space is proposed to remain in its present location 
and include both swings and conventional play equipment suitable for children ages 2 to 12.  This play 
space will utilize wood fiber surfacing and will also include a separate ‘sand’ play zone to broaden the 
overall play experience. 

Splash Pad with Water Capture Re-use Technology 

The master plan proposes a new splash pad located adjacent the proposed new playground.  The play 
space and splash pad will be separated by a central plaza that includes a large shade pavilion and many 
seating opportunities for families.  It is recommended that the splash pad will incorporate a variety of 
elements appropriate for various age groups and that the surface be comprised of both colour concrete 
and rubberized surface accents.  The water system will be based on a capture and re-use technology 
where potable water used for the splash pad will be captured and stored in cisterns for re-use in irrigating 
the sport fields and possibly other turf areas.   

Parking 

The master plan proposes a new lay-by drop off area bordered by a mountable curb immediately north of 
the existing arena building. The lay-by will reduce congestion within the parking lot and will allow for 
improved vehicular circulation. 

The existing south parking lot should be entirely retrofit.  The deteriorated asphalt needs to be removed 
and replaced with new asphalt paving and new parking stall line painting.  The existing lights shall be 
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replaced with new LED light poles for improved light quality and efficiency.  A central bio-swale shall be 
incorporated into the parking lot along with addition of several new shade trees 

Soft Landscape and Open Space Enhancements 

The plan proposes the planting of new trees shrubs and perennials throughout the entire park. Large 
canopy trees are recommended to provide overall structure, aesthetics and shade while shrubbery, 
perennials and bulbs will provide a spectacular array of colour and texture for all season interest.  New 
plantings along the existing and proposed arenas will soften the buildings and provide for an overall 
‘greener’ park environment. 

Central to the proposed new walking loop is a large open and level lawn area that will allow for passive 
and active recreational opportunities.  This area will be bordered by large canopy shade trees that clearly 
define the space and provide for all season interest. 

Several areas within the site including those adjacent the recreation fields, the arena expansion and 
existing residential lots will be naturalized using a variety of native trees, shrubs and groundcovers. These 
areas will foster and promote habitat for birds and small mammals while reducing the dependency on 
long term landscape maintenance. Naturalized swales and bio-swale retention areas will also be 
introduced throughout the park to promote water infiltration and recharge. 

Tennis Courts 

The existing tennis facility will remain and the perimeter expanded to address current maintenance issues 
related to winter snow accumulation and removal. It is recommended that an expanded 2m concrete 
apron and a new fence be installed surrounding the tennis courts. Existing lighting will be relocated and 
offset to address the expansion of the tennis court. 

3.3.2 Theme 

It is proposed that the overall design theme for the site be based on the idea of ‘four seasons’. The design of 
the site and the various elements, vegetation and built form, will be premised on the seasonal attributes of 
spring, summer, autumn and winter.  The north south ‘spine’ walkway will showcase the theme and provide 
a linear framework for a series of outdoor ‘seasonal’ rooms that will be marked by thematic gateway 
features.  The strategic use of materials, colours, poetry, words and fragrances from plant materials will 
allow park users to experience the specific qualities and attributes of the four seasons.   
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Figure 4 – Final Park Master Plan 
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4.0 Financial Summary 

The following is a summary of proposed costs for the re-development of David Hamilton Park. 

Item Description Estimated Costs

1.0 Site Preparations, Grading and Site Servicing Work $ 818,000.00

2.0 Paving, Walls, Curbs $ 910,000.00

3.0 Site Structures and Furnishings $ 461,000.00

4.0 Playgrounds $ 530,000.00

5.0 Water Play Elements $ 620,000.00

6.0 Sport Field Amenities $ 950,000.00

7.0 Outdoor Fitness $ 62,000.00

8.0 Multi-use Court $ 140,000.00

9.0 Soft Landscape and Naturalization $ 354,000.00

Total Estimated Cost (Items 1 -9) $ 4,845,000.00
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